Assessment Plan

Interdisciplinary Popular Culture Studies Minor

Leaning Goals:

1. Students should be able to articulate the primary terms, debates, and principles governing the field of Popular Culture Studies.

2. Students should be able to implement methods for the study of popular culture in different contexts.

3. Students should be able to make connections between their minor in Popular Culture Studies and their major course of study.

Assessment Plan:

1. Evaluate enrollment patterns on a program and course level as possible.  The number of students enrolled in the minor will be tracked as well as their student demographic information, such as major and honors affiliation.  Seat availability in courses will be evaluated and possible barriers to completion of the minor in a timely fashion will be assessed.

2. Create a focus group of graduating minors, if available, the first year as an assessment tool for evaluating mastery of the learning goals of the minor. The assessment will occur in Spring quarter. The focus group will explore student perception of:

a. the attainment of the Learning Goals described above

b. the structure, relevance,  and availability of the courses in the minor

c. the resources available to them to help them achieve the goals of the minor.

If a group of graduating minors is not available the first year, then a focus group will be held in the second year.

3. Evaluate the learning goals of the minor each of the first three years, then every 3rd year.

4. As enrollments increase, supplement the focus group with a survey of graduating minors, again stressing the attainment of the Learning Goals and the structure, relevance, and availability of courses within the minor.

5. Each spring the oversight committee will conduct a random screening of relevant papers from 10 graduate seniors, evaluated to judge how the minor is fulfilling its commitment to teaching critical thinking, ability to apply theory, research skills, and sustained and organized analysis of popular culture texts or movements.

Dissemination:

The assessment will be supervised by the oversight committee for the minor and the results will be used for considering improvements in the minor program at the oversight committee’s quarterly next meeting, the following fall. The oversight committee will also make available the results of the Assessment Plan and any planned changes to the minor available in the annual report. This report will be distributed to the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Subcommittee A and to all faculty participating in the minor.

